
BIG PLANS: Professor Walter Baets, the new director of the UCT Graduate School of Business, says the school will focus on emergent markets and 
develop not only �top leaders and executives, but also grow the small person in the economy � the entrepreneurs� 

world and for that we need to shift values to 

the centre of business. To do that business 

schools also need to change and I want to 

create a more socially responsible model of 

school here at the GSB. The foundations for 

this have already been laid, which is very 

exciting.� 

The school is the only one in Africa to 
consistently feature in the Financial Times� 

Top 100 MBA rankings and boasts the allimportant 

EQUIS accreditation � two factors 

that Baets believes can open doors to 

the ever-elusive European market. 
�Africa is becoming an increasingly important 

market for Europe as China continues 

to strengthen its position on the 

continent, and I believe that with our 

Financial Times ranking and EQUIS stamp 
of approval we have a lot to offer, not just 

locally but to the international market too. 
�And what executive, given the opportunity, 

wouldn�t want to come and spend a 

couple of weeks at a world class business 

school in a magical setting like Cape 

Town?� he says. 

However, attracting international clients 

does not mean Baets wants to copy what 

the world�s top business schools are doing. 

He says he wants to create a uniquely 

positioned school that focuses on emergent 
markets but also aims to be societally and 

contextually relevant. 

�I want to be the school that also takes 

care of economic development in South 

Africa,� he says. �We need to use our 

position to not only develop top leaders and 

executives, but also to grow the small 

person in the economy, the entrepreneurs.� 

Baets � who plays the flamenco guitar 

and is a qualified sailor and scuba dive 

master, no less � has a suitably impressive 

academic track record as well. 
In his previous role as an associate dean 

at Euromed Management Marseffle, he was 

credited with significantly raising the 

standing of the institution to become one of 
the best business schools in France. 

He graduated in econometrics and operations 

research at the University of 

Antwerp, did postgraduate studies in business 

administration at Warwick Business 

School in the UK, and was then awarded a 
PhD from the University of Warwick in 

industrial and business studies. He has also 

published extensively, with his most recent 

book, written with wife Erna Oldenboom, 
Rethinking Growth: Social Entrepreneurship 

for Sustainable Performance, being 
published in April this year. 

Baets�s enthusiasm and ambition for the 
school are evident, and he believes the 

ingredients for an internationally recognised, 

but locally relevant, business school 

are already in place at the GSB. 

�If we keep our focus on quality and 

relevance we have a winning formula for 

future success.� 

� Blythe is the editor at Rot hko, a 

nuzrketing, design and public relations 

company that counts the UCT GBS among 
its clients 
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